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SIGNALING AND TRAFFIC CARRIER
SPLITTING FOR WIRELESS
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS

CROSS-RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application for patent claims priority to Provi-
sional Application No. 61/556,777 entitled “FRACTIONAL
SYSTEMS IN WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS” filed
Nov. 7,2011, and assigned to the assignee hereof and hereby
expressly incorporated by reference herein. The present
application for patent also claims priority to Provisional
Application No. 61/568,742 entitled “SIGNAL CAPACITY
BOOSTING, COORDINATED FORWARD LINK BLANK-
ING AND POWER BOOSTING, AND REVERSE LINK
THROUGHPUT INCREASING FOR FLEXIBLE BAND-
WIDTH SYSTEMS?” filed Dec. 9, 2011, and assigned to the
assignee hereof and hereby expressly incorporated by refer-
ence herein.

BACKGROUND

Wireless communications systems are widely deployed to
provide various types of communication content such as
voice, video, packet data, messaging, broadcast messages,
and so on. These systems may be multiple-access systems
capable of supporting communication with multiple users by
sharing the available system resources (e.g., time, frequency,
and power). Examples of such multiple-access systems
include code-division multiple access (CDMA) systems,
time-division multiple access (TDMA) systems, frequency-
division multiple access (FDMA) systems, 3GPP Long Term
Evolution (LTE) systems, and orthogonal frequency-division
multiple access (OFDMA) systems.

Service providers are typically allocated blocks of fre-
quency spectrum for exclusive use in certain geographic
regions. These blocks of frequencies are generally assigned
by regulators regardless of the multiple access technology
being used. In most cases, these blocks are not integer mul-
tiples of channel bandwidths, hence there may be unutilized
parts of the spectrum. As the use of wireless devices has
increased, the demand for and value of this spectrum has
generally surged, as well. Nonetheless, in some cases, wire-
less communications systems may not utilize portions of the
allocated spectrum because the portions are not big enough to
fit a standard or normal waveform. The developers of the LTE
standard, for example, recognized the problem and decided to
support 6 different system bandwidths, namely 1.4, 3, 5, 10,
15 and 20 MHz. This may provide one partial solution to the
problem. Another approach may be to utilize flexible band-
width systems that may involve wireless communications
systems that utilize portions of spectrum that may not be big
enough to fit a normal waveform. A flexible bandwidth sys-
tem, however, may lead to reduced data rate on the signaling
or other channels.

SUMMARY

Methods, systems, and devices for separating signaling
and traffic data into separate carriers for wireless communi-
cations systems are provided. Some embodiments address
reduced capacity issues, such as reduced data rates on the
signaling or other channels, as a result of utilizing flexible
bandwidth. Some embodiments provide for boosting capac-
ity in wireless communications systems. For example, sepa-
rating the signaling and the data traffic into different carriers,
which may be flexible bandwidth carriers in some cases, may
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be utilized so that assigned resources can be customized to
different traffic patterns. In some embodiments, the signaling
data is received and/or transmitted over a first carrier separate
from any other traffic data. For example, signaling data may
be received and/or transmitted over the first carrier without
any other traffic data. The traffic data may be transmitted
and/or received over a second carrier. The traffic data may be
associated with the signaling data. The first carrier and/or the
second carrier may be flexible bandwidth carriers. Some
embodiments provide for transitioning between the first and
second carriers. Some embodiments provide for performing a
transition to utilizing the first and second carriers.

Flexible bandwidths systems may involve wireless com-
munications systems that utilize portions of spectrum that
may not be big enough to fit a normal waveform utilizing
flexible waveforms. A flexible bandwidth system may be
generated with respect to a normal bandwidth system through
dilating, or scaling down, the time or the chip rate of the
flexible bandwidth system with respect to the normal carrier
bandwidth system. Some embodiments increase the band-
width of a flexible waveform through expanding, or scaling
up, the time or the chip rate of the flexible carrier bandwidth
system.

Some embodiments include a method of wireless commu-
nications that includes receiving signaling data over a first
carrier; and/or transitioning from receiving the signaling data
over the first carrier to at least transmitting or receiving traffic
data over a second carrier. Some embodiments include per-
forming a transition from at least transmitting or receiving the
traffic data over the second carrier to receiving the signaling
data over the first carrier. Some embodiments include transi-
tioning from at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data
over the second carrier to at least transmitting or receiving the
traffic data over a third carrier. Some embodiments include
transitioning from receiving the signaling data over the first
carrier to receiving the signaling data over a fourth carrier. In
some embodiments, signaling data is transmitted over the first
carrier. In some embodiments, the first carrier carries infor-
mation regarding the second carrier. Receiving the signaling
data over the first carrier and at least transmitting or receiving
the traffic data over the second carrier may occur a mobile
device.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a flexible bandwidth carrier. In some embodi-
ments, the first carrier utilizes a first bandwidth and the sec-
ond carrier utilizes a second bandwidth. Some embodiments
include scaling the first bandwidth utilizing a first scaling
factor; and/or scaling the second bandwidth utilizing a second
scaling factor. At least the first bandwidth or the second
bandwidth may be adjusted dynamically. Adjusting at least
the first bandwidth or the second bandwidth dynamically may
include adjusting at least the first bandwidth or the second
bandwidth based upon expected traffic demand. In some
embodiments, scaling at least the first bandwidth utilizing the
first scaling factor or scaling the second bandwidth utilizing
the second factor include scaling at least an uplink or a down-
link for at least the first bandwidth or the second bandwidth
utilizing different scaling factors.

Some embodiments include a method of wireless commu-
nications that includes at least transmitting or receiving traffic
data over a first carrier; and/or transmitting signaling data
over a second carrier separate from any other traffic data.
Some embodiments include transitioning from at least trans-
mitting or receiving the traffic data to a mobile device over the
first carrier to transmitting the signaling data to the mobile
device over the second carrier. Some embodiments include
transitioning from transmitting the signaling data to the
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mobile device over the second carrier to at least transmitting
or receiving the traffic data to the mobile device over the first
carrier. Some embodiments include performing a transition to
at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data over the first
carrier and transmitting the signaling data over the second
carrier. In some embodiments, the second carrier carries
information regarding at least the first carrier. Some embodi-
ments include receiving signaling data over the second car-
rier.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a flexible bandwidth carrier. The first band-
width and the second bandwidth may utilize a common scal-
ing factor. At least the first carrier or the second carrier may
include a normal bandwidth carrier.

In some embodiments, at least transmitting or receiving the
traffic data or transmitting the signaling data boosts at least a
signaling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a paging capacity. In
some embodiments, the signaling data includes at least broad-
cast messages, system information paging, synchronization,
pilot data, cell configuration parameters, pages, or operator
specific information that may or not may not be needed for
traffic data transmission on the first carrier. The traffic data
may include at least user data or control information to assist
the traffic data.

In some embodiments, the second carrier is utilized for an
idle mode and the first bandwidth carrier is utilized for a
connected mode. In some embodiments, users within the first
carrier and the second carrier are separated by at least codes,
time, or frequency. Users on the first carrier may be separated
differently from those on the second carrier. Users within the
first carrier are separated by time and the users on the second
carrier may be separated by frequency.

In some embodiments, the first carrier utilizes FDD and the
second carrier utilizes TDD. In some embodiments, at least
the first carrier or the second carrier separates forward link
and reverse link transmissions utilizing at least codes, time, or
frequency. The first carrier and the second carrier may sepa-
rate forward link and reverse link transmissions in different
ways.

In some embodiments, a bandwidth of the first carrier is
scaled utilizing a first scaling factor and a bandwidth of the
second carrier is scaled utilizing a second scaling factor. At
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor may
be dynamically adjusted. Dynamically adjusting at least the
first scaling factor or the second scaling factor may be based
upon expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments include at least transmitting or receiv-
ing traffic data over a third carrier; and/or transmitting sig-
naling data over the second carrier. The second carrier may
carrier information regarding at least the first carrier or the
third carrier. Some embodiments include at least transmitting
or receiving traffic data over a third carrier; and/or transmit-
ting signaling data over a fourth carrier. The fourth carrier
may carry information regarding at least the first carrier or the
third carrier and the second carrier carriers may carry infor-
mation regarding at least the first carrier or the third carrier.

In some embodiments, at least transmitting or receiving at
least the traffic data or the signaling data occurs at a base
station. In some embodiments, at least transmitting or receiv-
ing at least the traffic data or the signaling data occurs at a
mobile device.

Some embodiments include a wireless communications
system that includes: a means for receiving signaling data
over a first carrier; and a means for transitioning from receiv-
ing signaling data over the first carrier to at least transmitting
or receiving traffic data over a second carrier. Some embodi-
ments include a means for performing a transition from at
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least transmitting or receiving the traffic data over the second
carrier to receiving the signaling data over the first carrier.

In some embodiments, a first carrier utilizes a first band-
width and the second carrier utilizes a second bandwidth.
Some embodiments may also include: a means for scaling the
first bandwidth utilizing a first scaling factor; and/or a means
for scaling the second bandwidth utilizing a second scaling
factor. Some embodiments include a means for adjusting at
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor
dynamically. The means for adjusting at least the first scaling
factor or the second scaling factor dynamically may include a
means for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor based upon expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments include a computer program product
for a wireless communications system that includes a non-
transitory computer-readable medium that includes: code for
receiving signaling data over a first carrier; and/or code for
transitioning from receiving signaling data over the first car-
rier to at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a
second carrier.

The non-transitory computer-readable medium may
include code for performing a transition from at least trans-
mitting or receiving the traffic data over the second carrier to
receiving the signaling data over the first carrier. The non-
transitory computer-readable medium may include: code for
scaling a bandwidth of the first carrier utilizing a first scaling
factor; and/or code for scaling a bandwidth of the second
carrier utilizing a second scaling factor. The non-transitory
computer-readable medium may include code for adjusting at
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor
dynamically. The non-transitory computer-readable medium
including code for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or
the second scaling factor dynamically may include code for
adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling
factor based upon expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments include a wireless communications
device that includes at least one processor configured to:
receive signaling data over a first carrier; and/or transition
from receiving signaling data over the first carrier to at least
transmitting or receiving traffic data over a second carrier.
The device may also include at least one memory coupled
with the at least one processor. The at least one processor may
be configured to: perform a transition from at least transmit-
ting or receiving the traffic data over the second carrier to
receiving the signaling data over the first carrier. The at least
one processor may be configured to: scale a bandwidth of the
first carrier utilizing a first scaling factor; and/or scale a band-
width of the second carrier utilizing a second scaling factor.
The at least one processor may be configured to adjust at least
the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor dynami-
cally. The at least one processor configured to adjust at least
the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor dynami-
cally may be configured to adjust at least the first scaling
factor or the second scaling factor based upon expected traffic
demand.

Some embodiments include a wireless communications
system that includes: a means for at least transmitting or
receiving traffic data over a first carrier; and/or a means for
transmitting signaling data over a second carrier separate
from any other traffic data. The system may include a means
for transitioning from at least transmitting or receiving the
traffic data to a mobile device over the first carrier to trans-
mitting the signaling data to the mobile device over the sec-
ond carrier. The system may include a means for transitioning
from transmitting the signaling data to the mobile device over
the second carrier to at least transmitting or receiving the
traffic data to the mobile device over the first carrier. Some
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embodiments include a means for performing a transition to
at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data over the first
carrier and transmitting signaling data over the second carrier.
Some embodiments include a means for at least transmitting
orreceiving the traffic data over a third carrier; and/or a means
for transmitting signaling data over the second carrier. The
second carrier may include information regarding at least the
first carrier or the second carrier.

Some embodiments include a computer program product
for a wireless communications system that include a non-
transitory computer-readable medium that includes: code for
at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a first car-
rier; and/or code for transmitting signaling data over a second
carrier separate from any other traffic data. The non-transitory
computer-readable medium may include code for transition-
ing from at least transmitting or receiving the traffic datato a
mobile device over the first carrier to transmitting the signal-
ing data to the mobile device over the second carrier. Some
embodiments include code for transitioning from transmit-
ting the signaling data to the mobile device over the second
carrier to at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data to
the mobile device over the first carrier. The non-transitory
computer-readable medium may include code for performing
atransition to at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data
over the first carrier and transmitting signaling data over the
second carrier. The non-transitory computer-readable
medium may include: code for at least transmitting or receiv-
ing traffic data over a third carrier; and/or code for transmit-
ting signaling data over the second carrier, wherein the sec-
ond carrier carriers carries information regarding at least the
first carrier or the third carrier.

Some embodiments include a wireless device that includes
at least one processor configured to: at least transmit or
receive traffic data over a first carrier; and/or transmit signal-
ing data over a second carrier separate from any other traffic
data. The device may include at least one memory coupled
with the at least one processor. The at least one processor may
be configured to transition from at least transmitting or
receiving the traffic data to a mobile device over the first
carrier to transmitting the signaling data to the mobile device
over the second carrier. The at least one processor may be
configured to transition from transmitting the signaling data
to the mobile device over the second carrier to transmitting
the traffic data to the mobile device over the first carrier. The
at least one processor may be configured to perform a transi-
tion to at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data over
the first carrier and transmitting signaling data over the sec-
ond carrier. The at least one processor may be configured to:
at least transmit or receive traffic data over a third carrier;
and/or transmit signaling data over the second carrier. The
second carrier may carry information regarding at least the
first carrier or the third carrier.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and
technical advantages of examples according to the disclosure
in order that the detailed description that follows may be
better understood. Additional features and advantages will be
described hereinafter. The conception and specific examples
disclosed may be readily utilized as a basis for modifying or
designing other structures for carrying out the same purposes
of the present disclosure. Such equivalent constructions do
not depart from the spirit and scope of the appended claims.
Features which are believed to be characteristic of the con-
cepts disclosed herein, both as to their organization and
method of operation, together with associated advantages
will be better understood from the following description
when considered in connection with the accompanying fig-
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6

ures. Each of the figures is provided for the purpose of illus-
tration and description only, and not as a definition of the
limits of the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the nature and advantages of the
present invention may be realized by reference to the follow-
ing drawings. In the appended figures, similar components or
features may have the same reference label. Further, various
components of the same type may be distinguished by fol-
lowing the reference label by a dash and a second label that
distinguishes among the similar components. If only the first
reference label is used in the specification, the description is
applicable to any one of the similar components having the
same first reference label irrespective of the second reference
label.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a wireless communica-
tions system in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 2A shows an example of a wireless communications
system where a flexible waveform fits into a portion of spec-
trum not broad enough to fit a normal waveform in accor-
dance with various embodiments;

FIG. 2B shows an example of a wireless communications
system where a flexible waveform fits into a portion of spec-
trum near an edge of a band in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of a wireless communica-
tions system in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 4 shows an example of a signal flexible bandwidth
carrier and a traffic flexible bandwidth carrier in accordance
with various embodiments;

FIGS. 5A and 5B show examples of combining signaling
data and traffic data and splitting signaling data and traffic
data onto a signal flexible bandwidth carrier and a traffic
flexible bandwidth carrier respectively in accordance with
various embodiments;

FIG. 6A shows a table reflecting different WCDMA
Release 99 channels and mobile device (UE) Radio Resource
Control (RRC) states with respect to signaling and traffic
flexible bandwidth carrier assignments in accordance with
various embodiments;

FIG. 6B shows a table reflecting freed-up WCDMA
Release 99 channels resulting from separating signaling and
traffic data onto different flexible bandwidth carriers in accor-
dance with various embodiments;

FIGS. 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, and 7E show different examples of
signal carriers providing information to different traffic car-
riers in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 8 shows a block diagram of a device that includes
capacity boost functionality in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 9 shows a block diagram of a mobile device in accor-
dance with various embodiments;

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of a device that includes
capacity boost functionality in accordance with various
embodiments.

FIG. 11 shows a block diagram of a wireless communica-
tions system in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 12 shows a block diagram of a wireless communica-
tions system that includes a base station and a mobile device
in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 13A shows a flow diagram of a method for boosting
capacity in a wireless communications system in accordance
with various embodiments;
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FIG. 13B shows a flow diagram of a method for boosting
capacity in a wireless communications system in accordance
with various embodiments;

FIG. 14A shows a flow diagram of a method for boosting
capacity in a wireless communications system in accordance
with various embodiments; and

FIG. 14B shows a flow diagram of a method for boosting
capacity in a wireless communications system in accordance
with various embodiments;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Methods, systems, and devices for separating signaling
and traffic data into separate carriers for wireless communi-
cations systems are provided. Some embodiments address
reduced capacity issues, such as reduced data rates on the
signaling or other channels, as a result of utilizing flexible
bandwidth. Some embodiments provide for boosting capac-
ity in wireless communications systems. For example, sepa-
rating the signaling and the data traffic into different carriers,
which may be flexible bandwidth carriers in some cases, may
be utilized so that assigned resources can be customized to
different traffic patterns. In some embodiments, the signaling
data is received and/or transmitted over a first carrier separate
from any other traffic data. For example, signaling data may
be received and/or transmitted over the first carrier without
any other traffic data. The traffic data may be transmitted
and/or received over a second carrier. The traffic data may be
associated with the signaling data. The first carrier and/or the
second carrier may be flexible bandwidth carriers. Some
embodiments provide for transitioning between the first and
second carriers. Some embodiments provide for performing a
transition to utilizing the first and second carriers.

Flexible bandwidths systems may involve wireless com-
munications systems that utilize portions of spectrum that
may not be big enough to fit a normal waveform utilizing
flexible waveforms. A flexible bandwidth system may be
generated with respect to a normal bandwidth system through
dilating, or scaling down, the time or the chip rate of the
flexible bandwidth system with respect to the normal carrier
bandwidth system. Some embodiments increase the band-
width of a flexible waveform through expanding, or scaling
up, the time or the chip rate of the flexible carrier bandwidth
system.

Techniques described herein may be used for various wire-
less communications systems such as CDMA, TDMA,
FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA, Peer-to-Peer, and other sys-
tems. The terms “system” and “network” are often used inter-
changeably. A CDMA system may implement a radio tech-
nology such as CDMA2000, Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (UTRA), etc. CDMA2000 covers IS-2000, IS-95, and
1S-856 standards. IS-2000 Releases 0 and A are commonly
referred to as CDMA20001x, etc. IS-856 (TIA-856) is com-
monly referred to as CDMA2000 1xEV-DO, High Rate
Packet Data (HRPD), etc. UTRA includes Wideband CDMA
(WCDMA) and other variants of CDMA. A TDMA system
may implement a radio technology such as Global System for
Mobile Communications (GSM). An OFDMA or OFDM
system may implement a radio technology such as Ultra
Mobile Broadband (UMB), Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA),
IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE 802.20,
Flash-OFDM, etc. UTRA and E-UTRA are part of Universal
Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS). 3GPP Long
Term Evolution (LTE) and LTE-Advanced (LTE-A) are new
releases of UMTS that use E-UTRA. UTRA, E-UTRA,
UMTS, LTE, LTE-A, and GSM are described in documents
from an organization named “3rd Generation Partnership
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Project” (3GPP). CDMA2000 and UMB are described in
documents from an organization named “3rd Generation
Partnership Project 2” (3GPP2). The techniques described
herein may be used for the systems and radio technologies
mentioned above as well as other systems and radio technolo-
gies.

Thus, the following description provides examples, and is
not limiting of the scope, applicability, or configuration set
forth in the claims. Changes may be made in the function and
arrangement of elements discussed without departing from
the spirit and scope of the disclosure. Various embodiments
may omit, substitute, or add various procedures or compo-
nents as appropriate. For instance, the methods described
may be performed in an order different from that described,
and various steps may be added, omitted, or combined. Also,
features described with respect to certain embodiments may
be combined in other embodiments.

Referring first to FIG. 1, a block diagram illustrates an
example of a wireless communications system 100 in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The system 100 includes
base stations 105, mobile devices 115, a base station control-
ler 120, and a core network 130 (the controller 120 may be
integrated into the core network 130 in some embodiments; in
some embodiments, controller 120 may be integrated into
base stations 105). The system 100 may support operation on
multiple carriers (waveform signals of different frequencies).
Multi-carrier transmitters can transmit modulated signals
simultaneously on the multiple carriers. Each modulated sig-
nal may be a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) signal,
Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) signal, Frequency
Division Multiple Access (FDMA) signal, Orthogonal
FDMA (OFDMA) signal, Single-Carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA) signal, etc. Each modulated signal may be sent on a
different carrier and may carry control information (e.g., pilot
signals), overhead information, data, etc. The system 100
may be a multi-carrier LTE network capable of efficiently
allocating network resources.

The mobile devices 115 may be any type of mobile station,
mobile device, access terminal, subscriber unit, or user equip-
ment. The mobile devices 115 may include cellular phones
and wireless communications devices, but may also include
personal digital assistants (PDAs), smartphones, other hand-
held devices, netbooks, notebook computers, etc. Thus, the
term mobile device should be interpreted broadly hereinafter,
including the claims, to include any type of wireless or mobile
communications device.

The base stations 105 may wirelessly communicate with
the mobile devices 115 via a base station antenna. The base
stations 105 may be configured to communicate with the
mobile devices 115 under the control of the controller 120 via
multiple carriers. Each of the base station 105 sites can pro-
vide communication coverage for a respective geographic
area. In some embodiments, base stations 105 may be
referred to as a NodeB, eNodeB, Home NodeB, and/or Home
eNodeB. The coverage area for each base station 105 herein is
identified as 110-a, 110-5, or 110-c. The coverage area for a
base station may be divided into sectors (not shown, but
making up only a portion of the coverage area). The system
100 may include base stations 105 of different types (e.g.,
macro, micro, femto, and/or pico base stations).

The different aspects of system 100, such as the mobile
devices 115, the base stations 105, the core network 130,
and/or the controller 120 may be configured to utilize flexible
bandwidth and waveforms in accordance with various
embodiments. System 100, for example, shows transmissions
125 between mobile devices 115 and base stations 105. The
transmissions 125 may include uplink and/or reverse link
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transmission, from a mobile device 115 to a base station 105,
and/or downlink and/or forward link transmissions, from a
base station 105 to a mobile device 115. The transmissions
125 may include flexible and/or normal waveforms. Normal
waveforms may also be referred to as legacy and/or normal
waveforms.

The different aspects of system 100, such as the mobile
devices 115, the base stations 105, the core network 130,
and/or the controller 120 may be configured to utilize flexible
bandwidth and waveforms in accordance with various
embodiments. For example, different aspects of system 100
may utilize portions of spectrum that may not be big enough
to fit a normal waveform. Devices such as the mobile devices
115, the base stations 105, the core network 130, and/or the
controller 120 may be configured to adapt the chip rates
and/or scaling factors to generate and/or utilize flexible band-
width and/or waveforms. Some aspects of system 100 may
form a flexible subsystem (such as certain mobile devices 115
and/or base stations 105) that may be generated with respect
to a normal subsystem (that may be implemented using other
mobile devices 115 and/or base stations 105) through dilat-
ing, or scaling down, the time of the flexible subsystem with
respect to the time of the normal subsystem.

In some embodiments, the different aspects of system 100,
such as the mobile devices 115, the base stations 105, the core
network 130, and/or the controller 120 are configured for
separating the signaling and the traffic and/or network data
into different carriers, which may be flexible. This may result
in capacity boosting. In some cases, the assigned resources
can be customized to the traffic pattern as a result of the
separation. Some of the mobile devices 115 and/or base sta-
tions 105 may be configured to receive signaling data over a
first carrier and then to transition from receiving signaling
data over the first carrier to transmitting and/or receiving
traffic data over a second carrier. The traffic data may corre-
spond to the signal data in some cases. The first carrier may
carry information regarding the second carrier. In some
embodiments, the signaling data is received over the first
carrier separate from any other traffic data. For example, the
signaling data may be received over the first carrier without
any other traffic data.

Some of the mobile devices 115 and/or base stations 105
may be configured to scale a bandwidth of the first carrier
utilizing a first scaling factor and scale a bandwidth of the
second carrier utilizing a second scaling factor. The first scal-
ing factor and the second scaling factor may be the same or
different. The scaling factor may be unity. The scaling factors
may be associated with specific flexible bandwidths. Some of
the mobile devices 115 and/or base stations 105 may dynami-
cally adjust at least the first scaling factor or the second
scaling. Adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the second
scaling factor dynamically may include adjusting at least the
first scaling factor or the second scaling factor based upon
expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments may include mobile devices 115 and/
or base stations 105 that may generate flexible waveforms
and/or normal waveforms. Flexible waveforms may occupy
less bandwidth than a normal waveform. For example, at a
band edge, there may not be enough available spectrum to
place a normal waveform. For a flexible waveform in some
embodiments, as time gets dilated, the frequency occupied by
awaveform goes down, thus making it possibleto fita flexible
waveform into spectrum that may not be broad enough to fit
a normal waveform. Flexible waveforms may also be gener-
ated in some embodiments through using a scaling factor.
Other embodiments may generate a flexible waveform to fit a
portion of spectrum through altering a rate or chip rate (e.g.,
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a spreading factor may change). Some embodiments may
change a frequency of processing to change a chip rate or
utilize a scaling factor. Changing frequency of processing
may include changing an interpolation rate, an interruption
rate, and/or a decimation rate. In some embodiments, a chip
rate may be changed or a scaling factor utilized through
filtering, by decimation, and/or by changing a frequency of an
ADC, a DAC, and/or an offline clock. A divider may be used
to change the frequency of at least one clock.

In some embodiments, a flexible system or waveform may
be a fractional system or waveform. Fractional systems and/
or waveforms may or may not change bandwidth for example.
A fractional system or waveform may be flexible because it
may offer more possibilities than a normal system or wave-
form (e.g., N=1 system). A normal system or waveform may
refer to a standard and/or legacy system or waveform.

FIG. 2A shows an example of a wireless communications
system 200-a with a base station 105-a and a mobile device
115-a in accordance with various embodiments, where a flex-
ible waveform 210-a fits into a portion of spectrum not broad
enough to fit a normal waveform 220-a. Some embodiments
may also utilize multiple flexible waveforms 210. In some
embodiments, another base station and/or mobile device (not
shown) may transmit the normal waveform 220-a and/or the
flexible waveform 210-a. In some embodiments, the mobile
device 115-a and/or the base station 105-a may be configured
to separate the signaling and the data traffic into different
carriers of flexible waveform 210. In some cases, this may be
utilized so that assigned resources can be customized to dif-
ferent traffic patterns. FIG. 2B shows an example of a wireless
communications system 200-b with a base station 105-5 and
mobile device 115-b, where a flexible waveform 210-b fits
into a portion of spectrum near an edge of a band, which may
be a guard band, where normal waveform 220-6 may not fit.
In some embodiments, the mobile device 115-b and/or the
base station 105-b may be configured to separate the signal-
ing and the data traffic into different carriers, which may
utilize flexible waveform 210-5.

FIG. 3 shows a wireless communications system 300 with
a base station 105-c¢ and mobile devices 115-c and 115-4, in
accordance with various embodiments. For example, some of
the mobile device 115-¢, the mobile device 115-d and/or the
base station 105-¢ may be configured to separate the signaling
and the data traffic into different carriers, which may utilize
flexible waveform 210 in some cases. In some embodiments,
the mobile device 115-¢, the mobile device 115-d, and/or the
base station 105-c may be configured for boosting capacity in
wireless communications system 300. Transmissions 305-a
and/or 305-b may thus include transmissions where the sig-
naling and/or data traffic are separated into different carriers.
Some of'the mobile devices 115 and/or base stations 105 may
be configured to receive signaling data over a first carrier and
then to transition from receiving signaling data over the first
carrier to receiving and/or transmitting traffic data over a
second carrier. In some embodiments, the signaling data may
be received over the first bandwidth separate from any other
traffic data. For example, the signaling data may be received
over the first carrier without any other traffic data.

Some of the mobile device 115-¢, the mobile device 115-d
and/or the base station 105-c may be configured to scale a
bandwidth of the first carrier utilizing a first scaling factor and
scale a bandwidth of the second carrier utilizing a second
scaling factor. The first scaling factor and the second scaling
factor may be the same or different. The scaling factors may
be associated with specific flexible bandwidths. Some of the
mobile device 115-¢, the mobile device 115-d and/or the base
station 105-¢ may be configured to dynamically adjust at least
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the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor. Adjusting
at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor
dynamically may include adjusting at least the first scaling
factor or the second scaling factor based upon expected traffic
demand.

Transmissions 305-a and/or 305-5 between the mobile
device 115-¢/115-d and the base station 105-a¢ may utilize
flexible waveforms that may be generated to occupy less
bandwidth than a normal waveform. For example, at a band
edge, there may not be enough available spectrum to place a
normal waveform. For a flexible waveform, as time gets
dilated, the frequency occupied by a waveform goes down,
thus making it possible to fit a flexible waveform into spec-
trum that may not be broad enough to fit a normal waveform.
In some embodiments, the flexible waveform may be scaled
utilizing a scaling factor N with respect to a normal wave-
form. Scaling factor N may take on numerous ditferent values
including, but not limited to, integer values such as 1, 2, 4, etc.
N, however, does not have to be an integer.

Some embodiments may utilize additional terminology. A
new unit D may be utilized. The unit D is dilated. The unit is
unitless and has the value of N. One can talk about time in the
flexible system in terms of “dilated time.” For example, a slot
of'say 10 ms in normal time may be represented as 10 Dms in
flexible time (note: even in normal time, this will hold true
since N=1 in normal time: D has a value of 1, so 10 Dms=10
ms). In time scaling, one can replace most “seconds” with
“dilated-seconds.” Note frequency in Hertz is 1/s.

Some embodiments may include methods, systems, and/or
devices for boosting capacity in wireless communications
networks, including flexible bandwidth networks. The flex-
ible bandwidth (FB) networks may lead to reduced data rate
on the signaling channels. This may lead to reduced paging
and/or broadcast capacity in the cell that could cause a prob-
lem for machine to machine (M2M) type applications where
the number of devices in the network is expected to be high
(e.g., in the millions). Mobile devices may experience an
increase in delay in acquiring paging, broadcast messages,
and/or data channel due to time stretching by flexible band-
width scaling factor, N (especially for high N, e.g., N=16).
Capacity boosting may include boosting signaling capacity,
traffic capacity, network capacity, and/or paging capacity.

Some embodiments may address these issues through
separating the signaling and the data traffic into different
flexible bandwidth carriers so that assigned resources can be
customized to the traffic pattern. FIG. 4 shows a spectrum
diagram 400 separating signaling and data traffic into difter-
ent flexible bandwidth carriers, including a signal flexible
bandwidth carrier 410 and a traffic flexible bandwidth carrier
420, in accordance with various embodiments. The signaling
carrier may include broadcast channel and/or paging channel
information in some embodiments. Synchronization channel
and/or pilot channel information may be included on the
signaling flexible bandwidth carrier. The signaling carrier
may also include information such as cell configuration
parameters, pages, and/or operator specific information that
may or may not be needed for traffic data transmission on the
first bandwidth carrier; this signal data may be referred to as
network data in some cases. A traffic flexible bandwidth
carrier may include traffic and/or control data to assist traffic.
In some embodiments, the traffic flexible bandwidth carrier
may include pilot channel and/or synchronization informa-
tion. While the examples provided generally discuss a signal-
ing flexible bandwidth carrier and/or a traffic flexible band-
width carrier, some embodiments may also include
separating signaling and data traffic into different bandwidth
carriers that may also include normal bandwidth carriers.
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FIG. 5A shows an example 500-a where signaling and
traffic may be combined. Combined signaling and traffic 510
shows a normal, or N=1, bandwidth system; combined sig-
naling and traffic 515 shows a flexible bandwidth system,
where N>1 in this example. In these two cases, the signaling
and traffic information may be carried using 1 and K-1 codes,
respectively. FIG. 5B shows an example 500-5 of splitting
signaling and traffic in accordance with various embodi-
ments. Example 500-b shows the use of flexible bandwidth,
where N>1. In this example, the signaling may be carried
using codes 520-/, . .., 520-£. since K codes may be assigned
to signaling. FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B show that if the transmis-
sion time of'a packet in a non-flexible bandwidth system takes
T ms (using one code for transmission), when the same packet
is transmitted in a flexible bandwidth system with scale factor
N, then the transmission takes NxT ms. When the signaling
and data carriers are separated so that k codes can be assigned
to signaling, then the transmission time of the same packet
may be reduced to NxT/k ms. While FIG. 5B show an
example based on a frame or slot structure, some embodi-
ments may be implemented based on a message structure.
Similar analogies can be done for time (e.g., in CDMA2000
1XEV-DO) or frequencies (e.g., LTE) instead of codes.

Separating the signaling and the data traffic into different
carriers, such as flexible bandwidth carriers, may provide
different benefits. For example, embodiments may increase
the signaling capacity available in each flexible bandwidth
carrier since previously reserved and/or unallocated codes,
time slots, and/or frequencies bins for traffic can now be
allocated solely to signaling. Likewise, traffic capacity avail-
able in each flexible bandwidth carrier may increase since
previously reserved and/or unallocated codes, time slots, and/
or frequencies bins for signaling can now be allocated solely
to traffic. Embodiments may provide for decreasing the flex-
ible bandwidth mobile device’s waiting time in acquiring
signaling and/or traffic (e.g., by a factor of K, where K is the
number of freed-up channels previously for signaling or traf-
fic). Embodiments may decrease mobile devices’ waiting
time leading to reduced power consumption. Embodiments
may enable appropriate selection of N for all mobile device
states (e.g., signaling, very small packets (e.g., sent in the
UMTS RRC CELIL_FACH state) or larger packets (e.g., sent
in the UMTS RRC CELL_DCH)). A UMTS Release 99
mobile device can either be in the idle mode (which may be
referred to as IDLE mode in some cases) or connected mode,
for example.

An idle state may be a user state where no dedicated core
network and radio resources are generally available to the
mobile device, however, common resources may be used by
the network in sending messages such as broadcast system
information and pages to the mobile device. The mobile
device’s location may only be known to the network and not
individual carriers or cells. In this state, the mobile device
may be paged by the network to request radio resources when
there is a mobile terminated call for the mobile device. To
receive these pages, the mobile device can monitor the paging
channel transmitted in a paging occasion every discontinuous
reception (DRX) cycle. In IDLE mode, the DRX cycle may
range between 640 ms and 5120 ms. In addition to paging
channel monitoring, the mobile device also may perform
functions such as periodic channel measurements, timing and
frequency acquisition, inter-frequency and intra-frequency
searches, inter-RAT searches, USIM polling, transmission of
periodic location updates, etc.

The connected mode may include four states, such as, the
URA_PCH/CELL_PCH, CELL_FACH and CELL_DCH.
The network may transition the mobile device to the
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URA_PCH and CELL._PCH after a significant period of inac-
tivity in CELL._DCH or CELL_FACH. The transition delay
from these states back to CELL,_DCH/CELIL,_FACH may be
much lower than IDLE so these RRC states are used when the
mobile device is expected to communicate with the network
after some period of inactivity. The mobile device functions
in these states may be similar to the IDLE state because the
mobile device only monitors paging during paging occasions
and does not perform any uplink transmissions. However,
unlike the IDLE state, the mobile device may have radio
resources which are assigned but preserved. In addition, the
mobile device location may be known to the resolution of the
cell in the CELL_PCH while in the URA_PCH, the mobile
device is known on the UTRAN registration area (URA) level
to the core network.

The CELL_FACH and CELL_DCH are two states where
the mobile device can actively transmit and receive data from
the network. In the CELL_FACH state, the mobile device and
network may use common resources shared by other mobile
devices in the cell while in CELL_DCH, dedicated resources
assigned to mobile devices are used for communication.
Unlike the URA_PCH, CELL_PCH and IDLE states where
the mobile device monitors channels only during the paging
occasions, in the CELL_FACH and CELL_DCH, the mobile
device may continuously monitor data and control channels
in WCDMA/HSPA Release 6 and earlier releases.

In some embodiments, different carriers can be mapped to
different mobile device states. For example, in LTE, signaling
carriers can be used for idle mode and traffic carriers used for
connected mode especially. In UMTS, for example, different
carriers can be used to carry data in the IDLE, CELL_FACH,
CELL_DCH, URA_PCH and/or CELL_PCH modes. In
some embodiments, IDLE and/or URA_PCH/CELL_PCH
can be carried in the same signaling carrier (these are states
where the mobile device may be receiving information from
the network but not transmitting) and the CELL._DCH and/or
CELL_FACH states (states where the mobile device may be
actively transmitting and receiving data from the network)
can be carried in the same traffic carrier.

In some embodiments, the Ns for the signaling and/or
traffic carrier may be adjusted based on the expected traffic
demand on the network. The signaling and traffic flexible
carriers can have the same or different Ns (e.g., signaling
flexible bandwidth carrier can use flexible bandwidth scaling
factor, N=4, and the traffic flexible bandwidth carrier can use
flexible bandwidth scaling factor, N=2). Multiple traffic flex-
ible bandwidth carriers can share the signaling flexible band-
width carrier. Signaling and traffic carriers Ns and frequen-
cies can be selected to mitigate interference within a site or
between adjacent sites.

While examples may be provided that utilize WCDMA and
it terminology, separating signaling and traffic into different
carriers, which may include flexible bandwidth carriers, can
be applied to cellular technologies including, but not limited
to, 1x, EV DO, LTE, FDD, TDD, TD-LTE, TD-SCDMA,
TD-CDMA, etc. Furthermore, some embodiments may
include a TDD system where typically one carrier is used to
support both downlink and uplink transmissions. In this case,
for bothuplink and downlink transmissions, the signaling and
data traffic information may be carried on separate carriers. In
some embodiments, one of the carriers may be a FDD and the
other may be a TDD (e.g., for downlink signaling). Further-
more, while embodiments are generally described where a
signaling carrier and/or a traffic carrier may be flexible carri-
ers, some embodiments may include signaling carriers and/or
traffic carriers that may utilize normal carriers.
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Merely by way of example, a mobile device may perform
several different operations in relation to utilizing signaling
flexible bandwidth carriers and traffic flexible bandwidth car-
riers. For example, a mobile device may power on and listen
to a signaling flexible bandwidth carrier. In some cases, a
mobile device may not realize when it is camping on a carrier
that the carrier may be a signaling carrier. The mobile device
may get system information that may include broadcasted
system information to enable the mobile device to operate in
idle mode). The mobile device may then register with the
network using the signaling flexible bandwidth carrier. The
mobile device may listen for pages and monitor other signal-
ing and/or traffic flexible bandwidth carriers. While camping
on the signaling carrier, the mobile device may receive a page
or may want to originate a call in some cases so the mobile
device may read the connected mode system information for
specific information on how to access a selected flexible
bandwidth traffic carrier. The mobile device may tune to the
flexible bandwidth traffic carrier which supports CELL_
FACH/CELL_DCH and may request radio resources on the
traffic channel in order to make and/or receive calls. On the
traffic carrier, the mobile device may transmit and/or receive
packet data or voice data on the flexible bandwidth carrier and
may also request and/or receive assistance data for accessing
the next carrier (e.g., timing information about the signaling
flexible bandwidth carrier) it intends to transition to when the
call is completed. Once the call is completed, the mobile
device may release the core network resources (i.e., bearers),
and the mobile device may re-select to and camp on a signal-
ing flexible bandwidth carrier (supporting IDLE mode). This
example is for a UMTS WCDMA Release 99 scenario where
the signaling carrier may support only the idle mode and the
traffic carrier supports the CELL,_FACH/CELL,_DCH states.
Some embodiments may utilize other states, divisions and/or
groups (e.g., certain classes of overhead messages, paging,
etc.).

Some embodiments may be implemented utilizing UMTS.
Normal UMTS carriers today support all mobile device states
in the same carrier (i.e., normal UMTS carrier=IDLE+
CELL_FACH+CEL_PCH+CELL_DCH). In some embodi-
ments, different signaling and traffic carriers providing sup-
port for these configurations is possible. For example, signal-
ing may occur on the signaling carrier. In some embodiments,
the IDLE, URA_PCH and CELL_PCH may be supported in
separate signaling carriers; the CELL,_FACH and CELIL,_
DCH states may also be supported in separate traffic carriers.
In some embodiments, the signaling carrier may include both
IDLE and CELIL_PCH/URA_PCH; the traffic carrier may
also include both CELL_DCH and CELL_FACH states.

Some embodiments may include signaling and small
packet transmission (especially for NAS mobility such as
registration) on the signaling carrier. In those cases, a signal-
ing carrier may include both IDLE and CELL_FACH states
or both CELL_PCH/URA_PCH and CELL_FACH,; the traf-
fic carrier may include the CELL. DCH, CELL_FACH, or
both CELL._DCH and CELL,_FACH states. In some embodi-
ments, the signaling carrier may include IDLE, CELL._FACH
and CEL_PCH/URA_PCH,; the traffic carrier may include
CELL_DCH, CELL_FACH, or CELL_DCH and CELL_
FACH. Note that even though the signaling carrier may sup-
port CELL._FACH, the resources dedicated to the CELL_
FACH state may be minimal compared to the IDLE/
CELL_PCH states. Therefore, there could be other traffic
carriers with CELL_FACH or CELL_DCH that the mobile
device can migrate to to transmit medium to high data rate
transmissions.
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FIG. 6A shows a table 600-a reflecting WCDMA required
Rel’99 channels in UE state 610, UE states 605 in relation to
possible flexible bandwidth (FB) carrier assignments 620,
along with channel functions 615, in accordance with various
embodiments. FIG. 6B shows a table 600-5 reflecting the
freed-up channels 630 that may result for separating signaling
and traffic data, along with the related UE states 625 and/or
flexible bandwidth (FB) carriers 635, in accordance with
various embodiments. Mobile device (referred to as user
equipment (UE) in these examples) states may correspond to
different flexible bandwidth assignments with regard to sig-
naling and/or traffic. Note that in the table 600-5, Embodi-
ment [ may refer to the scenario where the signaling flexible
bandwidth carrier may support the IDLE, CELL_PCH or
URA_PCH states only. Embodiment II may refer to the sce-
nario where the signaling flexible carrier may support the
CELL_FACH state in addition to the IDLE or CELL_PCH/
URA_PCH states.

For example, the IDLE mobile device state may include the
signaling carrier in accordance with various embodiments.
Different channels in the mobile device state may be utilized
including P-CCPCH, PICH & S-CCPCH, P-SCH & S-SCH,
and/or CPICH. The P-CCPCH channel may include broad-
casted system information like N, frequency, timing informa-
tion of other signaling and traffic carriers, network load on
those carriers, etc. Page indications may be sent in the PICH,
and S-CCPCH and may be dedicated to pages as opposed to
sharing between small packets and pages as done in existing
Rel’99 systems. CPICH may carry pilots that may be required
for synchronization and data demodulation. In some embodi-
ments (e.g., Embodiment II), the PRACH & S-CCPCH for
small packets may be added for mobile device registration,
tracking updates, and/or small packet transmissions.

The CELL_FACH state may be supported in signaling
and/or traffic carriers. Different channels in this mobile
device state may be utilized, including PRACH, AICH &
S-CCPCH, P/S-SCH, and/or CPICH. PRACH, AICH &
S-CCPCH may be required for random access small packet
transmissions with FACH. When the CELL,_FACH is sup-
ported in the traffic flexible bandwidth carrier, P/S-SCH
channels might be required depending on the quality of the
timing information received from other carriers and/or the
timing information derived from the pilots. CPICH can carry
pilots that may be required for synchronization and data
demodulation. Broadcast information in this state could be
sent directly to a mobile device in the traffic CELL_FACH
carrier.

The CELL_DCH state may include traffic carriers. Difter-
ent channels in the mobile device state may be utilized includ-
ing DPCCH & DPDCH, P-SCH/S-SCH, and/or CPICH.
DPCCH & DPDCH carriers may include the control and/or
data information. P-SCH/S-SCH might be required for the
same reason as in the CELL,_FACH state. CPICH might not
be required if the pilots in the DPDCH allow adequate data
demodulation.

The URA_PCH/CELL_PCH states may be supported in
the signaling carriers. Different channels in this mobile
device state may be utilized, including P-CCPCH, PICH/S-
CCPCH, and/or CPICH. The channels required may be the
same as in the idle mobile device state. Note that radio
resources may be preserved as the mobile device moves from
a traffic carrier supporting CELL_FACH/CELL_DCH to a
signaling carrier supporting URA_PCH/CELL_PCH.

Some embodiments may be configured for transitioning
from the signaling carrier to the traffic carrier. For example,
mobile devices may camp on signaling carriers for an
extended period of time. Mobile devices may camp on the
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signaling carrier and monitor other carriers to facilitate
mobility. Mobile devices may monitor either other signaling
or traffic carriers. Mobile devices may monitor other signal-
ing flexible bandwidth carriers in case the mobile device loses
connection with the current signaling flexible bandwidth car-
rier. Mobile devices may monitor other traffic flexible band-
width carriers in case the mobile device may desire to start a
mobile originated (MO)/mobile terminated (MT) call. Selec-
tion of which traffic flexible bandwidth cells to measure may
be dependent on the N supported by carrier, carrier network
load, and/or the mobility of the mobile device and not neces-
sarily on the signal quality measured on those carriers as done
in existing designs.

The information about potential signaling and traffic car-
riers may be signaled to the mobile devices through broadcast
information on the system information blocks. The network
may redirect the mobile device through a redirection message
attached to a page instructing the mobile device to move to a
particular traffic and/or signaling carrier for reasons such as
based on subscription and device capability. Such redirection
messages may include the N and timing info ofthe carriers. In
some embodiments, the mobile device could be provisioned
with carrier information (e.g., which signaling carrier to camp
on).

Some embodiments may be configured for transitioning
from the traffic carrier to the signaling carrier. For example,
the mobile device may be transmitting data or observing an
inactive period on the traffic carrier. A radio connection may
be present between the mobile device and the network. In this
scenario, some embodiments include a non-monitoring
mode. To avoid the performance degradation that comes from
the mobile device tuning away to measure other channels
during data transmission, a mobile device could be allowed to
not monitor other channels. However, before the radio con-
nection is released, the traffic carrier can provide information
to the mobile device on which signaling and/or traffic carrier
to transition to next. This mode may not be recommended for
non-stationary mobile devices.

Some embodiments may include a monitoring mode. For
example, mobile devices may monitor other signaling and/or
traffic carriers while operating on the traffic carrier by tuning
away for a brief period or during periods of data inactivity.
The mobile device may obtain information about carriers to
monitor through: broadcasted system information while
camping on a previous signaling carrier; dedicated informa-
tion from current traffic carrier; and/or provisioned carrier
information in the mobile device. Some embodiments may
include periodic monitoring.

Some embodiments may include information sharing
between signaling carriers and traffic carriers. To support
mobility procedures, the signaling carriers can carry informa-
tion for one or multiple traffic carriers. FIG. 7A shows an
example 700-a of one signaling carrier 710-a providing infor-
mation regarding one traffic carrier 720-a and in this case, the
traffic carrier may provide information about the signaling
carrier to mobile devices on the traffic carrier. FIG. 7B shows
an example 700-5 of one signaling carrier 710-5 providing
information regarding multiple traffic carriers 720-b-i,
720-b-j, 720-b-k. In this case, each of these multiple traffic
carriers may also provide information about the signaling
carrier to mobile devices on the carriers. FIG. 7C shows an
example 700-c of two signaling carriers 710-c-i, 710-c-j that
provide information to mobile devices about the different sets
of non-overlapping traffic carriers 720-c-i, 720-c-j, 720-c-k,
720-c-1, 720-c-m, 720-c-n. In this case, while the signaling
carrier 710-¢-i/710-c-j may provide information about the
respective traffic carriers and its respective traffic carriers



US 9,220,101 B2

17

may provide information about the signaling carrier 710-c-i/
710-c-j, both signaling carriers may not share information.
Likewise, the two sets of traffic carriers may not share infor-
mation with each other also. FIG. 7D shows an example
700-d of two signaling carriers 710-d-i, 710-d-; that provide
information to mobile devices about some independent traffic
carriers 720-d-i, 720-d-k, 720-d-m, 720-d-n and some com-
mon traffic carriers (i.e., partial overlapping) 720-d-j,
720-d-/. In this case, the common traffic carriers may provide
information about both signal carriers 710-d-i and 710-d-j
while the independent traffic carriers may provide informa-
tion about their corresponding signaling carriers. FIG. 7E
shows an example 700-¢ of two signaling carriers 710-e-/,
710-¢-j that provide information to mobile devices about the
same set of traffic carriers (i.e., total overlap) 720-e-i, 720-e-j,
720-e-k, 720-e-1, 720-e-m, 720-e-n. In this case, all signaling
and traffic carriers may share information about all the other
signaling and traffic carriers with mobile devices. The arrows
in FIG. 7 show the flow of carrier information between the
signaling and traffic carriers. Information may include N
(channel bandwidth), scrambling codes, carrier timing infor-
mation, etc. In some cases, a carrier may be a signaling carrier
or a traffic carrier at different instances in time. This may
depend on network configurations, loads, etc.

The signaling and traffic carriers can operate on the same or
different N values and with multiple traffic carriers, the N
configuration could be different. The deployment of the car-
riers may be such that while on a signaling carrier the mobile
device may be able to access at least one of the traffic carriers.

Some embodiments may include grouping that uses virtual
location areas and/or routing areas. For example, to enable
carrier information to flow between signaling and traffic car-
riers, the carriers can be grouped into virtual location areas
(LA) and/or routing areas (RA) with the same LA/RA ID. For
example, signaling and traffic carriers in the same LA/RA
may have information about the signaling and traffic carriers
in that location area. Some bordering carriers could have
information about the signaling and/or traffic carriers in
another LA/RA for mobility management reasons.

Some embodiments may include information sharing.
Information sharing may occur between signaling carriers.
For example, a signaling carrier can carry information about
other signaling carriers with or without the same N. A signal-
ing carrier may carry information about other signaling car-
riers in the same geographical location because of the possi-
bility of mobile device movement within that area. A
signaling carrier that is overloaded may offload to other sig-
naling carriers in its geographical area.

Some embodiments may include information sharing
between traffic carriers. A traffic carrier may carry informa-
tion about other traffic carriers in the same geographical loca-
tion because of the possibility of mobile device movement
within that area. A traffic carrier may carry information about
other traffic carriers within the same N.

Embodiments utilizing signaling and traffic carrier separa-
tion for flexible bandwidth may have numerous differences
from known techniques. For example, embodiments may
result in increased paging and system information (SI) capac-
ity of the flexible carrier. Some embodiments may include
signaling forward link only transmissions in a signaling car-
rier, which may include paging and broadcast SI only. Some
embodiments may include signaling and small packet traffic,
which may include forward link and uplink (for registration
only) in a signaling carrier. Some embodiments may include
signaling carriers for NAS mobility and security but no Radio
Resource Control (RRC) maintenance. Some embodiments
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may include carriers that are dedicated for traffic only (no
broadcast traffic may be sent on these carriers).

Some embodiments may include protocol changes with
minimal or no impact above the RRC for the signal plane and
RLC for user plane. Some embodiments may impact mobile
device states, such that mobile devices in all the RRC states
may be affected. Some embodiments may include transitions
such that RRC resources may be released on the signaling
carrier after registration and tracking area updates; mobile
devices may be in the IDLE or CELL,_PCH/URA_PCH state
before transitioning to the traffic carrier. Information regard-
ing data traffic carrier may be conveyed to a mobile device as
broadcast message in the SIBs and/or appended to a page in
some embodiments.

In some embodiments, recommendations for activation,
deactivation, and/or reconfiguration of the traffic carrier may
be sent to the mobile device through page messages; in other
cases, the mobile device may be responsible for determining
the best carrier based on applications, power savings, and/or
signal quality. The mobile device may be either be associated
with the signal carrier or the traffic carrier but not to both
carriers at the same time. A mobile device’s disassociation
from a signaling carrier may involve the mobile device mov-
ing to the traffic carrier based on MT or MO calls. Transition-
ing from the signaling carrier to another signaling carrier may
involve an idle mode reselection procedure. In some embodi-
ments, transitioning from one traffic carrier to another when
the mobile device is in the connected mode happens through
handovers.

In some embodiments, discontinuous reception (DRX)
procedures may be differently configured in the signaling
carriers and the traffic carriers. For example, the DRX cycles
in the signaling and traffic carriers can be configured inde-
pendently.

Turning next to FIG. 8, a block diagram illustrates a device
800 that includes signaling and traffic carrier splitting func-
tionality. For example, the device 800 may be one of the
mobile devices 115 described with reference to FIG. 1, FIG.
2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3, FIG. 9, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12. The
device 800 may also be a processor. The device 800 may
include a receiver module 805, a signaling carrier module
810, a transition module 812, a traffic carrier module 815,
and/or a transmitter module 820. Each of these components
may be in communication with each other.

These components of the device 800 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The receiver module 805 may receive information such as
packet, data, and/or signaling information regarding what
device 800 has received or transmitted. The received infor-
mation may be utilized by the signaling carrier module 810
and/or traffic carrier module 815 for a variety of purposes.

The signaling carrier module 810 may receive signaling
data over a first bandwidth carrier. In some embodiments, the
signaling carrier module 810 prepares mobile device regis-
tration message to be transmitted to the network. The transi-
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tion module 812 may facilitate transitioning from receiving
signaling data over the first carrier to receiving at least traffic
data or network data at the traffic carrier module 815 corre-
sponding to the signaling data over a second carrier may
occur. This transitioning may involve obtaining information
about the neighboring signaling and traffic carriers that the
mobile device is monitoring from the signaling carrier and
assessing the viability of those carriers (e.g., in terms of signal
power) for future transition. In some embodiments, the sig-
naling data may be received over the first carrier separate
from any other traffic data. For example, the signaling data
may be received over the first carrier without any other traffic
data. The traffic carrier module 815 may be used for support-
ing the transmission and reception of traffic data when the
mobile device is on the traffic carrier. The traffic carrier mod-
ule 815 may also support receiving data from the network
about neighboring cells that the mobile device might desire to
evaluate for future transition. The evaluation may be per-
formed in the transition module 812.

In some embodiments, the signaling carrier module 810,
the transition module 812, and/or the traffic carrier module
815 may perform a transition to transmitting and/or receiving
traffic data over the first carrier and transmitting and/or
receiving signaling data over a second carrier. The transition
module 812 may be configured to transition from at least
transmitting or receiving traffic data over the second carrier to
at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a third
carrier. The transition module 812 may be configured to tran-
sition from receiving signaling data over the first carrier to
receiving signaling data over a fourth carrier. In some
embodiments, the received signaling data may correspond to
the traffic data. The first carrier may carry information regard-
ing the second carrier.

Some embodiments include scaling a bandwidth of the first
carrier utilizing a first scaling factor and scaling a bandwidth
of'the second carrier utilizing a second scaling factor utilizing
the signaling carrier module 810, the transition module 812,
and/or the traffic carrier module 815. The first scaling factor
and the second scaling factor may be the same or different. At
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor may
be adjusted dynamically. Adjusting at least the first scaling
factor or the second scaling factor dynamically may include
adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling
factor based upon expected traffic demand.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a flexible bandwidth carrier. The first carrier
and the second carrier may utilize a common scaling factor. In
some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a normal bandwidth carrier.

The signaling carrier module 810, the transition module
812, and/or the traffic carrier module 815 may be configured
to receive at least the traffic data or the signaling data in order
to boost at least a signaling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a
paging capacity. The signaling data may include at least
broadcast messages (such as system information), paging,
synchronization, or pilot data. The signaling data may include
at least cell configuration parameters, pages, or operator spe-
cific information that may or not may not be needed for traffic
data transmission on the first bandwidth carrier. In some
cases, signaling data may be referred to as network data. The
traffic data may include at least user data or control informa-
tion to assist the traffic data. In some embodiments, the first
carrier is utilized for an idle mode and the second carrier is
utilized for a connected mode.

In some embodiments, users within the first carrier and the
second carrier are separated by at least codes, time, or fre-
quency. Users on the first carrier may be separated differently
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from those on the second carrier. The users within the first
carrier may be separated by time and the users on the second
carrier are separated by frequency, for example. In some
embodiments, the first carrier utilizes FDD and the second
carrier utilizes TDD.

In some embodiments, the signaling carrier module 810,
the transition module 812, and/or the traffic carrier module
815 are configured such that at least the first carrier or the
second carrier separate forward link and reverse link trans-
missions utilizing at least codes, time, or frequency. The first
carrier and/or the second carrier may separate forward link
and reverse link transmissions in different ways.

Some embodiments may include receiving and/or trans-
mitting traffic data over a third carrier utilizing the traffic
carrier module 815. Signaling data may be received over the
first carrier utilizing the signaling carrier module 810. In
some cases, the signaling data may correspond to the traffic
data. The first carrier may carry information regarding the
second carrier and/or the third carrier. The third carrier may
be a flexible bandwidth carrier. Some embodiments may
include receiving and/or transmitting traffic data over a third
carrier and transmitting signaling data over a fourth carrier.
The fourth carrier may carry information regarding at least
the first carrier and the second carrier; the second carrier may
carry information regarding at least the first carrier or the
second carrier.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram 900 of a mobile device 115-¢
configured to facilitate signal and traffic carrier splitting in
accordance with various embodiments. The mobile device
115-¢ may have any of various configurations, such as per-
sonal computers (e.g., laptop computers, netbook computers,
tablet computers, etc.), cellular telephones, PDAs, digital
video recorders (DVRs), internet appliances, gaming con-
soles, e-readers, etc. The mobile device 115-¢ may have an
internal power supply (not shown), such as a small battery, to
facilitate mobile operation. In some embodiments, the mobile
device 115-¢ may be the mobile device 115 of FIG. 1, FIG.
2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12, and/or the
device 800 of FIG. 8. The mobile device 115-¢ may be a
multi-mode mobile device. The mobile device 115-¢ may be
referred to as a wireless communications device in some
cases.

The mobile device 115-¢ may include antennas 940, a
transceiver module 950, memory 980, and a processor mod-
ule 970, which each may be in communication, directly or
indirectly, with each other (e.g., via one or more buses). The
transceiver module 950 is configured to communicate bi-
directionally, via the antennas 940 and/or one or more wired
or wireless links, with one or more networks, as described
above. For example, the transceiver module 950 may be con-
figured to communicate bi-directionally with base stations
105 of FIG. 1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG.
12. The transceiver module 950 may include a modem con-
figured to modulate the packets and provide the modulated
packets to the antennas 940 for transmission, and to demodu-
late packets received from the antennas 940. While the mobile
device 115-¢ may include a single antenna, the mobile device
115-¢ will typically include multiple antennas 940 for mul-
tiple links.

The memory 980 may include random access memory
(RAM) and read-only memory (ROM). The memory 980 may
store computer-readable, computer-executable software code
985 containing instructions that are configured to, when
executed, cause the processor module 970 to perform various
functions described herein (e.g., call processing, database
management, message routing, etc.). Alternatively, the soft-
ware code 985 may not be directly executable by the proces-
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sor module 970 but be configured to cause the computer (e.g.,
when compiled and executed) to perform functions described
herein.

The processor module 970 may include an intelligent hard-
ware device, e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) such as
those made by Intel® Corporation or AMD®, a microcon-
troller, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.
The processor module 970 may include a speech encoder (not
shown) configured to receive audio via a microphone, convert
the audio into packets (e.g., 30 ms in length) representative of
the received audio, provide the audio packets to the trans-
ceiver module 950, and provide indications of whether a user
is speaking. Alternatively, an encoder may only provide pack-
ets to the transceiver module 950, with the provision or with-
holding/suppression of the packet itself providing the indica-
tion of whether a user is speaking.

According to the architecture of FIG. 9, the mobile device
115-¢ may further include a communications management
module 960. The communications management module 960
may manage communications with other mobile devices 115.
By way of example, the communications management mod-
ule 960 may be a component of the mobile device 115-¢ in
communication with some or all of the other components of
the mobile device 115-¢ via a bus. Alternatively, functionality
of the communications management module 960 may be
implemented as a component of the transceiver module 950,
as a computer program product, and/or as one or more con-
troller elements of the processor module 970.

The components for mobile device 115-¢ may be config-
ured to implement aspects discussed above with respect to
device 800 in FIG. 8 and may not be repeated here for the sake
of brevity. For example, the signaling carrier module 810-a
may be the signaling carrier module 810 of FIG. 8. The traffic
carrier module 815-a may be an example of the traffic carrier
module 815 of FIG. 8. The transition module 812-a may be an
example of the transition module 812 of FIG. 8.

The mobile device 115-¢ may also include a spectrum
identification module 915. The spectrum identification mod-
ule 915 may be utilized to identify spectrum available for
flexible waveforms. In some embodiments, a handover mod-
ule 925 may be utilized to perform reselection and handover
procedures of the mobile device 115-¢ from one base station
to another. For example, the handover module 925 may per-
form a handover procedure of the mobile device 115-¢ from
signaling carrier to another signaling carrier, a traffic carrier
to another traffic carrier and between a signaling and traffic
carrier. The base stations supporting these carriers may utilize
normal waveforms or flexible waveforms between the mobile
device 115-¢ and base stations. In some embodiments, the
transition module 812-a and/or the handover module 925 may
be combined in one module. A scaling module 910 may be
utilized to scale and/or alter chip rates to generate flexible
waveforms.

In some embodiments, the transceiver module 950, in con-
junction with antennas 940, along with other possible com-
ponents of mobile device 115-e, may transmit information
regarding flexible waveforms and/or scaling factors about the
capability of the mobile device from the device 115-¢ to base
stations and/or the core network. In some embodiments, the
transceiver module 950, in conjunction with antennas 940,
along with other possible components of mobile device 115-
e, may transmit information, such as flexible waveforms and/
or scaling factors about the capability of the mobile device, to
base stations and/or the core network such that these devices
or systems may utilize flexible waveforms in future transmis-
sion.
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Turning next to FIG. 10, a block diagram illustrates a
device 1000 that includes signaling and traffic data splitting
functionality. The device 1000 may be an example of one or
more of the base stations 105 described with reference to FIG.
1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 13, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12. The
device 1000 may include a receiver module 1005, a signaling
carrier module 1010, a traffic carrier module 1015, and/or a
transmitter 1020. Each of these components may be in com-
munication with each other.

These components of the device 1000 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The receiver module 1005 may receive information such as
packet, data, and/or signaling information regarding what
device 1000 has received, transmitted, or about a new mobile
device attempting to register with the network. The received
information may be utilized by the signaling carrier module
1010 and/or traffic carrier module 1015 for a variety of pur-
poses.

The traffic carrier module 1015 may transmit traffic over a
first carrier. By utilizing the signaling carrier module 1010,
the signaling data may be transmitted over a second carrier
separate from any other traffic data. In transmitting the sig-
naling data separate from any other traffic data over the sec-
ond carrier, the signaling data may be transmitted over the
second carrier without any other traffic data.

Some embodiments include having device 1000 config-
ured for transitioning from transmitting and/or receiving traf-
fic data to/from a mobile device over the first carrier to trans-
mitting the signaling data to the mobile device over the
second carrier. Transitioning from transmitting the signaling
data to the mobile device over the second carrier to transmit-
ting and/or receiving the traffic data to the mobile device over
the first carrier may also occur. The base station may perform
a transition to transmitting and/or receiving traffic data over
the first carrier and to transmitting signaling data over the
second carrier.

In some embodiments, the signaling carrier module 1010
and/or the traffic carrier module 1015 may be configured such
that at least the first carrier or the second carrier includes a
flexible bandwidth carrier. The first carrier and the second
carrier may utilize a common scaling factor. In some embodi-
ments, at least the first carrier or the second carrier includes a
normal bandwidth carrier.

Transmitting or receiving at least the traffic data or the
signaling data utilizing the signaling carrier module 1010
and/or the traffic carrier module 1015 may boost at least a
signaling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a paging capacity. The
signaling data may include at least broadcast messages (such
as system information), paging, synchronization, or pilot
data. The traffic data may include at least user data or control
information to assist the traffic data. The signal data may
include at least cell configuration parameters, pages, or
operator specific information that may or may not be needed
for traffic data transmission on the first bandwidth carrier; this
signaling data may be referred to as network data in some
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cases. In some embodiments, the second carrier is utilized for
an idle mode and the first carrier is utilized for a connected
mode.

In some embodiments, users within the first carrier and the
second carrier are separated by at least codes, time, or fre-
quency. Users on the first carrier may be separated differently
from those on the second carrier. The users within the first
carrier may be separated by time and the users on the second
carrier are separated by frequency, for example. In some
embodiments, the first carrier utilizes FDD and the second
carrier utilizes TDD.

In some embodiments, the signaling carrier module 1010
and/or the traffic carrier module 1015 may be configured such
that at least the first carrier or the second carrier may separate
forward link and reverse link transmissions utilizing at least
codes, time, or frequency. The first carrier and/or the second
carrier may separate forward link and reverse link transmis-
sions in different ways.

Some embodiments include scaling a bandwidth of the first
carrier utilizing a first scaling factor and scaling a bandwidth
of'the second carrier utilizing a second scaling factor utilizing
at least the signaling carrier module 1010 and/or the traffic
carrier module 1015. The first scaling factor and the second
scaling factor may be the same or different. At least the first
scaling factor or the second scaling factor may be adjusted
dynamically. Adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor dynamically may include adjusting at
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor based
upon expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments may include transmitting and/or
receiving traffic data over a third carrier using the traffic
carrier module 1015. Signaling data may be transmitted over
the second carrier using the signaling carrier module 1010.
The signal data may correspond to the traffic data over the
third carrier using the signaling carrier module 1010 and/or
the traffic carrier module 1015. The second carrier may carry
information regarding the first carrier and/or the third carrier.
The third carrier may be a flexible bandwidth carrier. Some
embodiments may include transmitting and/or receiving traf-
fic data over a third carrier and transmitting signaling data
over a fourth carrier. The fourth carrier may carry information
regarding the first carrier and/or the third carrier; the second
carrier may carry information regarding the first carrier and/
or the third carrier.

FIG. 11 shows a block diagram of a communications sys-
tem 1100 that may be configured for separating signaling and
traffic data in accordance with various embodiments. This
system 1100 may be an example of aspects of the system 100
depicted in FIG. 1, system 200-a of FIG. 2A, system 200-5 of
FIG. 2B, system 300 of FIG. 3, and/or system 1200 of FIG.
12. The base station 105-d may include antennas 1145, a
transceiver module 1150, memory 1170, and a processor
module 1165, which each may be in communication, directly
or indirectly, with each other (e.g., over one or more buses).
The transceiver module 1150 may be configured to commu-
nicate bi-directionally, via the antennas 1145, with the mobile
device 115-f, which may be a multi-mode mobile device. The
transceiver module 1150 (and/or other components of the
base station 105-d) may also be configured to communicate
bi-directionally with one or more networks. In some cases,
the base station 105-d may communicate with the core net-
work 130-a and/or controller 120-a through network commu-
nications module 1175. Base station 105-4 may be an
example of an eNodeB base station, a Home eNodeB base
station, a NodeB base station, and/or a Home NodeB base
station. Controller 120-a may be integrated into base station
105-d in some cases, such as with an eNodeB base station.
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Base station 105-d may also communicate with other base
stations 105, such as base station 105-m and base station
105-n. Each of the base stations 105 may communicate with
mobile device 115-fusing different wireless communications
technologies, such as different Radio Access Technologies. In
some cases, base station 105-4 may communicate with other
base stations such as 105-m and/or 105-% utilizing base sta-
tion communication module 1115. In some embodiments,
base station communication module 1115 may provide an X2
interface within an LTE wireless communication technology
to provide communication between some of the base stations
105. In some embodiments, base station 105-d may commu-
nicate with other base stations through controller 120-a and/
or core network 130-a.

The memory 1170 may include random access memory
(RAM) and read-only memory (ROM). The memory 1170
may also store computer-readable, computer-executable soft-
ware code 1171 containing instructions that are configured to,
when executed, cause the processor module 1165 to perform
various functions described herein (e.g., call processing,
database management, message routing, etc.). Alternatively,
the software 1171 may not be directly executable by the
processor module 1165 but be configured to cause the com-
puter, e.g., when compiled and executed, to perform functions
described herein.

The processor module 1165 may include an intelligent
hardware device, e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) such as
those made by Intel® Corporation or AMD®, a microcon-
troller, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.
The processor module 1165 may include a speech encoder
(not shown) configured to receive audio via a microphone,
convert the audio into packets (e.g., 30 ms in length) repre-
sentative of the received audio, provide the audio packets to
the transceiver module 1150, and provide indications of
whether a user is speaking. Alternatively, an encoder may
only provide packets to the transceiver module 1150, with the
provision or withholding/suppression of the packet itself pro-
viding the indication of whether a user is speaking.

The transceiver module 1150 may include a modem con-
figured to modulate the packets and provide the modulated
packets to the antennas 1145 for transmission, and to
demodulate packets received from the antennas 1145. While
some examples of the base station 105-d may include a single
antenna 1145, the base station 105-d preferably includes mul-
tiple antennas 1145 for multiple links which may support
carrier aggregation. For example, one or more links may be
used to support macro communications with mobile device
115-1

According to the architecture of FIG. 11, the base station
105-d may further include a communications management
module 1130. The communications management module
1130 may manage communications with other base stations
105. By way of example, the communications management
module 1130 may be a component of the base station 105-4 in
communication with some or all of the other components of
the base station 105-d via a bus. Alternatively, functionality of
the communications management module 1130 may be
implemented as a component of the transceiver module 1150,
as a computer program product, and/or as one or more con-
troller elements of the processor module 1165.

The components for base station 105-4 may be configured
to implement aspects discussed above with respect to device
800 in FIG. 8 and/or device 1000 of FIG. 10 and may not be
repeated here for the sake of brevity. For example, the signal-
ing carrier module 1010-a may be the signaling carrier mod-
ule 1010 of FI1G. 10. The traffic carrier module 1015-a may be
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an example of the traffic carrier module 1015 of FIG. 10. The
transition module 812-5 may be an example of the transition
carrier module 812 of FIG. 8.

The base station 105-4 may also include a spectrum iden-
tification module 1115. The spectrum identification module
1115 may be utilized to identify spectrum available for flex-
ible waveforms. In some embodiments, a handover module
1125 may be utilized to perform reselection and handover
procedures of the mobile device 115-f from one base station
105 to another. For example, the handover module 1125 may
perform a handover procedure of the mobile device 115-f
from signaling carrier to another signaling carrier, a traffic
carrier to another traffic carrier and between a signaling and
traffic carrier. The base stations 105 supporting these carriers
may utilize normal waveforms or flexible waveforms
between the mobile device 115-f'and base stations 105. In
some embodiments the transition module 812-b and the han-
dover module 1125 may be combined in one module. A
scaling module 1110 may be utilized to scale and/or alter chip
rates to generate flexible waveforms.

In some embodiments, the transceiver module 1150 in
conjunction with antennas 1145, along with other possible
components of base station 105-d4, may transmit information
regarding flexible waveforms and/or scaling factors from the
base station 105-d to the mobile device 115-f, to other base
stations 105-m/105-n, or core network 130-a. In some
embodiments, the transceiver module 1150 in conjunction
with antennas 1145 along with other possible components of
base station 105-d may transmit information to the mobile
device 115-f, to other base stations 105-m/105-n, or core
network 130-a, such as flexible waveforms and/or scaling
factors, such that these devices or systems may utilize flexible
waveforms.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a system 1200 including a
base station 105-¢ and a mobile device 115-g in accordance
with various embodiments. This system 1200 may be an
example of the system 100 of FIG. 1, system 200 of FIG. 2,
system 300 of FIG. 3, and/or system 1400 of FIG. 14. The
base station 105-¢ may be equipped with antennas 1234-a
through 1234-x, and the mobile device 115-g may be
equipped with antennas 1252-a through 1252-n. At the base
station 105-¢, a transmit processor 1220 may receive data
from a data source.

The transmit processor 1220 may process the data. The
transmit processor 1220 may also generate reference sym-
bols, and a cell-specific reference signal. A transmit (TX)
MIMO processor 1230 may perform spatial processing (e.g.,
precoding) on data symbols, control symbols, and/or refer-
ence symbols, if applicable, and may provide output symbol
streams to the transmit modulators 1232-a through 1232-x.
Each transmit modulator 1232 may process a respective out-
put symbol stream (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to obtain an output
sample stream. Each transmit modulator 1232 may further
process (e.g., convert to analog, amplity, filter, and upconvert)
the output sample stream to obtain a downlink (DL) signal. In
one example, DL signals from transmit modulators 1232-a
through 1232-x may be transmitted via the antennas 1234-a
through 1234-x, respectively. The transmitter processor 1220
may receive information from a processor 1240. The proces-
sor 1240 may be coupled with a memory 1242. The processor
1240 may be configured to generate flexible waveforms
through altering a chip rate and/or utilizing a scaling factor;
this may be done dynamically in some cases. The processor
1240 may also provide for different alignment and/or offset-
ting procedures. The processor 1240 may also utilize scaling
and/or chip rate information to perform measurements on the
other subsystems, perform handoffs to the other subsystems,
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perform reselection, etc. The processor 1240 may invert the
effects of time stretching associated with the use of flexible
bandwidth through parameter scaling. In some embodiments,
the processor 1240 may be configured to separate the signal-
ing and the data traffic into different carriers, which may be
flexible bandwidth carriers. In some cases, this may be uti-
lized so that assigned resources can be customized to the
traffic pattern. In some embodiments, the processor 1240 may
be implemented as part of a general processor, the transmitter
processor 1220, and/or the receiver processor 1238.

At the mobile device 115-g, the mobile device antennas
1252-a through 1252-» may receive the DL signals from the
base station 105-¢ and may provide the received signals to the
demodulators 1254-a through 1254-n, respectively. Each
demodulator 1254 may condition (e.g., filter, amplify, down-
convert, and digitize) a respective received signal to obtain
input samples. Each demodulator 1254 may further process
the input samples (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to obtain received
symbols. A MIMO detector 1256 may obtain received sym-
bols from all the demodulators 1254-a through 1254-7, per-
form MIMO detection on the received symbols if applicable,
and provide detected symbols. A receive processor 1258 may
process (e.g., demodulate, deinterleave, and decode) the
detected symbols, providing decoded data for the mobile
device 115-g to a data output, and provide decoded control
information to a processor 1280, or memory 1282.

On the uplink (UL), at the mobile device 115-g, a transmit
processor 1264 may receive and process data from a data
source. The transmit processor 1264 may also generate ref-
erence symbols for a reference signal. The symbols from the
transmit processor 1264 may be precoded by a transmit
MIMO processor 1266 if applicable, further processed by the
demodulators 1254-a through 1254-7 (e.g., for SC-FDMA,
etc.), and be transmitted to the base station 105-¢ in accor-
dance with the transmission parameters received from the
base station 105-¢. The transmitter processor 1264 may also
be configured to generate flexible waveforms through altering
a chip rate and/or utilizing a scaling factor; this may be done
dynamically in some cases. The transmit processor 1264 may
receive information from processor 1280. The processor
1280 may provide for different alignment and/or offsetting
procedures. The processor 1280 may also utilize scaling and/
or chip rate information to perform measurements on the
other subsystems, perform handoffs to the other subsystems,
perform reselection, etc. The processor 1280 may invert the
effects of time stretching associated with the use of flexible
bandwidth through parameter scaling. At the base station
105-e, the UL signals from the mobile device 115-g may be
received by the antennas 1234, processed by the demodula-
tors 1232, detected by a MIMO detector 1236 if applicable,
and further processed by a receive processor. The receive
processor 1238 may provide decoded data to a data output and
to the processor 1280. In some embodiments, the processor
1280 may be configured to separate the signaling and the data
traffic into different carriers, which may be flexible band-
width carriers. In some cases, this may be utilized so that
assigned resources can be customized to the traffic pattern. In
some embodiments, the processor 1280 may be implemented
as part of a general processor, the transmitter processor 1264,
and/or the receiver processor 1258.

Turning to FIG. 13 A, a flow diagram of a method 1300-a of
wireless communications. Method 1300-a may be imple-
mented utilizing various wireless communications devices
including, but not limited to: a mobile device 115 as seen in
FIG.1,FIG.2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3,FI1G.9,FIG. 11, and/or FIG.
12; a base station 105 as seen in FIG. 1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B,
FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12; a core network 130 or
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controller 120 as seen in FIG. 1 and/or F1G. 12; a device 800
of FIG. 8; and/or a device 1000 of FIG. 10.

At block 1305, signaling data may be received over a first
carrier. At block 1310, transitioning from receiving signaling
data over the first carrier to transmitting and/or receiving
traffic data over a second carrier may occur. In some embodi-
ments, the traffic data corresponds to the signaling data. In
some embodiments, the signaling data may be received over
the first carrier separate from any other traffic data. For
example, the signaling data may be received over the first
carrier without any other traffic data. In some embodiments,
the signaling data such as mobile device registration can be
transmitted over the first carrier.

In some embodiments, a transition is performed to trans-
mitting and/or receiving traffic data over the first carrier and
transmitting signaling data over the second carrier. In some
embodiments, a transition is performed to transmitting and
receiving traffic data over the first carrier and transmitting
and/or receiving signaling data over the second bandwidth
carrier. Some embodiments further include transitioning
from at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over the
second carrier to at least transmitting or receiving traffic data
over a third carrier. Some embodiments further include tran-
sitioning from receiving signaling data over the first carrier to
receiving signaling data over a fourth carrier. Some embodi-
ments further include transmitting signaling data over the first
carrier. In some embodiments, the first carrier utilizes a first
bandwidth and the second carrier utilizes a second band-
width. In some embodiments, the first carrier carries infor-
mation regarding the second carrier.

Some embodiments include scaling the first bandwidth
utilizing a first scaling factor and scaling the second band-
width utilizing a second scaling factor. The first scaling factor
and the second scaling factor may be the same or different. At
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor, or the
first bandwidth and/or the second bandwidth, may be adjusted
dynamically. Adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor, or at least the first bandwidth or the
second bandwidth, dynamically may include adjusting at
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor, or at
least the first bandwidth or the second bandwidth, based upon
expected traffic demand. Some embodiments include scaling
at least an uplink or a downlink for at least the first bandwidth
or the second bandwidth utilizing different scaling factors.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a flexible bandwidth carrier. The first carrier
and the second carrier may utilize a common scaling factor. In
some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a normal bandwidth carrier.

In some embodiments, transmitting and/or receiving at
least the traffic data or the signaling data may boost at least a
signaling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a paging capacity. The
signaling data may include at least broadcast messages (such
as system information), paging, synchronization, or pilot
data. The traffic data may include at least user data or control
information to assist the traffic data. The signaling data may
also include at least cell configuration parameters, pages, or
operator specific information that may or not may not be
needed for traffic data transmission on the first bandwidth
carrier; in some cases, this signaling data may be referred to
as network data. In some embodiments, the first carrier is
utilized for an idle mode and the second carrier is utilized for
a connected mode.

In some embodiments, users within the first carrier and the
second carrier are separated by at least codes, time, or fre-
quency. Users on the first carrier may be separated differently
from those on the second carrier. The users within the first
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carrier may be separated by time and the users on the second
carrier are separated by frequency, for example. In some
embodiments, the first carrier utilizes FDD and the second
carrier utilizes TDD.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier separates forward link and reverse link transmissions
utilizing at least codes, time, or frequency. The first carrier
and the second carrier may separate forward link and reverse
link transmissions in different ways.

Some embodiments include receiving traffic data over a
third carrier. Signaling data may be received over the first
carrier. The first carrier may carry information regarding at
least the second carrier or third carrier corresponding to the
traffic data over the third carrier. The third carrier may be a
flexible bandwidth carrier. Some embodiments include
receiving traffic data over a third carrier and transmitting
signaling data over a fourth carrier. The signaling data over
the fourth carrier may correspond to the traffic data over the
third carrier. The fourth carrier may carry information regard-
ing the second and/or third carrier.

Turning to FIG. 13B, a flow diagram of a method 1300-6 of
wireless communications. Method 1300-6 may be imple-
mented utilizing various wireless communications devices
including, but not limited to: a mobile device 115 as seen in
FIG.1,FIG.2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3,FI1G.9,FIG. 11, and/or FIG.
12; a base station 105 as seen in FIG. 1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B,
FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12; a core network 130 or
controller 120 as seen in FIG. 1 and/or FIG. 12; a device 800
of FIG. 8; and/or a device 1000 of FIG. 10.

At block 1305-a, signaling data may be received at a
mobile device from a base station over a first flexible band-
width carrier. At block 1310-q, transitioning from receiving
signaling data over the first flexible bandwidth carrier to
transmitting and receiving traffic data may occur at the
mobile device. In some cases, the traffic data corresponds to
the signaling data over a second flexible bandwidth carrier. At
block 1315, at least the first flexible bandwidth carrier or the
second flexible bandwidth carrier may be dynamically
adjusted utilizing one or more scaling factors based upon
expected traffic demand.

Turning to FIG. 14 A, a flow diagram of a method 1400-a of
wireless communications. Method 1400-a may be imple-
mented utilizing various wireless communications devices
including, but not limited to: a mobile device 115 as seen in
FIG.1,FIG.2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3,FI1G.9,FIG. 11, and/or FIG.
12; a base station 105 as seen in FIG. 1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B,
FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12; a core network 130 or
controller 120 as seen in FIG. 1 and/or FIG. 12; a device 800
of FIG. 8; and/or a device 1000 of FIG. 10.

At block 1405, traffic data may be transmitted and/or
received over a first carrier. At block 1410, signaling data may
be transmitted over a second carrier separate from any other
traffic data. In some cases, the signaling data corresponds to
the traffic data. In transmitting the signaling data separate
from any other traffic data over the second carrier, the signal-
ing data may be transmitted over the second carrier without
any other traffic data.

Some embodiments include transitioning from transmit-
ting and receiving the traffic data to a mobile device over the
first carrier to transmitting the signaling data to the mobile
device over the second bandwidth carrier. Transitioning from
transmitting the signaling data to the mobile device over the
second carrier to transmitting and receiving the traffic data to
the mobile device over the first carrier may also occur. A
transition may be performed to transmitting and receiving the
traffic data over the first carrier and transmitting signaling
over the second carrier. The second carrier may carry infor-
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mation regarding at least the first carrier. Signaling data may
be received over the second carrier in some cases.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a flexible bandwidth carrier. The first carrier
and the second carrier may utilize a common scaling factor. In
some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier includes a normal bandwidth carrier.

Transmitting and/or receiving at least the traffic data, the
network data, or the signaling data may boost at least a sig-
naling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a paging capacity. The
signaling data may include at least broadcast messages (such
as system information), paging, synchronization, or pilot
data. The traffic data may include at least user data or control
information to assist the traffic data. The signal data may also
include at least cell configuration parameters, pages, or
operator-specific information that may or not may not be
needed for traffic data transmission on the first carrier; this
data may be referred to as network data in some cases. In
some embodiments, the second carrier is utilized for an idle
mode and the first carrier is utilized for a connected mode.

In some embodiments, users within the first carrier and the
second carrier are separated by at least codes, time, or fre-
quency. Users on the first carrier may be separated differently
from those on the second carrier. The users within the first
carrier may be separated by time and the users on the second
carrier are separated by frequency, for example. In some
embodiments, the first carrier utilizes FDD and the second
carrier utilizes TDD.

In some embodiments, at least the first carrier or the second
carrier separates forward link and reverse link transmissions
utilizing at least codes, time, or frequency. The first carrier
and the second carrier may separate forward link and reverse
link transmissions in different ways.

Some embodiments include scaling a bandwidth of the first
bandwidth carrier utilizing a first scaling factor and scaling a
bandwidth of the second bandwidth carrier utilizing a second
scaling factor. The first scaling factor and the second scaling
factor may be the same or different. At least the first scaling
factor or the second scaling factor may be adjusted dynami-
cally. Adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the second
scaling factor dynamically may include adjusting at least the
first scaling factor or the second scaling factor based upon
expected traffic demand.

Some embodiments may include transmitting and receiv-
ing traffic data over a third carrier. Signaling data may be
transmitted over the second carrier. The signaling data may
correspond to the traffic data the third carrier. The second
carrier may carry information regarding at least the first car-
rier or the third carrier. The third carrier may be a flexible
bandwidth carrier. Some embodiments may include transmit-
ting and receiving traffic data over a third carrier and trans-
mitting signaling data over a fourth carrier. The fourth carrier
may carry information regarding at least the first carrier or the
third carrier and the second carrier may carry information
regarding at least the first carrier or the third carrier. The
signaling data over the fourth carrier may correspond to the
traffic data the third carrier.

Turning to FIG. 14B, a flow diagram of a method 1400-6 of
wireless communications. Method 1400-56 may be imple-
mented utilizing various wireless communications devices
including, but not limited to: a mobile device 115 as seen in
FIG. 1,FIG.2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3, F1G.9,FIG. 11, and/or FIG.
12; a base station 105 as seen in FIG. 1, FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B,
FIG. 3, FIG. 11, and/or FIG. 12; a core network 130 or
controller 120 as seen in FIG. 1 and/or F1G. 12; a device 800
of FIG. 8; and/or a device 1000 of FIG. 10.
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At block 1402, a transition to transmitting or receiving at
least traffic data over a first flexible bandwidth carrier or
signaling data over a second flexible bandwidth carrier may
be performed. The signaling data may correspond to the traf-
fic data in some cases. At block 1405-q, the traffic datamay be
transmitted over a first flexible bandwidth carrier from a base
station to a mobile device. At block 1410-q, signaling data
may be transmitted over the second flexible bandwidth carrier
separate from any other traffic from the base station to the
mobile device.

The detailed description set forth above in connection with
the appended drawings describes exemplary embodiments
and does not represent the only embodiments that may be
implemented or that are within the scope of the claims. The
term “exemplary” used throughout this description means
“serving as an example, instance, or illustration,” and not
“preferred” or “advantageous over other embodiments.” The
detailed description includes specific details for the purpose
of providing an understanding of the described techniques.
These techniques, however, may be practiced without these
specific details. In some instances, well-known structures and
devices are shown in block diagram form in order to avoid
obscuring the concepts of the described embodiments.

Information and signals may be represented using any of a
variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, signals,
bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced throughout
the above description may be represented by voltages, cur-
rents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles,
optical fields or particles, or any combination thereof.

The various illustrative blocks and modules described in
connection with the disclosure herein may be implemented or
performed with a general-purpose processor, a digital signal
processor (DSP), an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other
programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic,
discrete hardware components, or any combination thereof
designed to perform the functions described herein. A gen-
eral-purpose processor may be a microprocessor, but in the
alternative, the processor may be any conventional processor,
controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A processor
may also be implemented as a combination of computing
devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor,
multiple microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in
conjunction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.

The functions described herein may be implemented in
hardware, software executed by a processor, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software executed by
a processor, the functions may be stored on or transmitted
over as one or more instructions or code on a computer-
readable medium. Other examples and implementations are
within the scope and spirit of the disclosure and appended
claims. For example, due to the nature of software, functions
described above can be implemented using software executed
by a processor, hardware, firmware, hardwiring, or combina-
tions of any of these. Features implementing functions may
also be physically located at various positions, including
being distributed such that portions of functions are imple-
mented at different physical locations. Also, as used herein,
including in the claims, “or”” as used in a list of items prefaced
by “at least one of” indicates a disjunctive list such that, for
example, a list of “at least one of A, B, or C” means A or B or
Cor AB or AC or BC or ABC (i.e., A and B and C).

Computer-readable media includes both computer storage
media and communication media including any medium that
facilitates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage medium may be any available medium that
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can be accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose
computer. By way of example, and not limitation, computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, include compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above are also included within the scope of computer-read-
able media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable a person skilled in the art to make or use the disclosure.
Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily appar-
ent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Through-
out this disclosure the term “example” or “exemplary” indi-
cates an example or instance and does not imply or require
any preference for the noted example. Thus, the disclosure is
notto be limited to the examples and designs described herein
but is to be accorded the widest scope consistent with the
principles and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of wireless communications, the method com-
prising:

receiving signaling data over a first carrier; and

transitioning from receiving the signaling data over the first

carrier to at least transmitting or receiving traffic data
associated with the signaling data over a second carrier,
wherein the first carrier or the second carrier comprises
a scaled flexible bandwidth carrier that is dynamically
adjustable.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

performing a transition from at least transmitting or receiv-

ing the traffic data over the second carrier to receiving
the signaling data over the first carrier.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

transitioning from at least transmitting or receiving the

traffic data over the second carrier to at least transmitting
or receiving the traffic data over a third carrier.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

transitioning from receiving the signaling data over the first

carrier to receiving the signaling data over a fourth car-
rier.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

transmitting signaling data over the first carrier.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first carrier carries
information regarding the second carrier.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the signaling
data over the first carrier and at least transmitting or receiving
the traffic data over the second carrier occurs at a mobile
device.
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first carrier utilizes
a first bandwidth and the second carrier utilizes a second
bandwidth.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

scaling the first bandwidth utilizing a first scaling factor;

and

scaling the second bandwidth utilizing a second scaling

factor.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

adjusting at least the first bandwidth or the second band-

width dynamically.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein adjusting at least the
first bandwidth or the second bandwidth dynamically com-
prises:

adjusting at least the first bandwidth or the second band-

width based upon expected traffic demand.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein scaling the first band-
width utilizing the first scaling factor or scaling the second
bandwidth utilizing the second factor further comprises:

scaling at least an uplink or a downlink for at least the first

bandwidth or the second bandwidth utilizing different
scaling factors.

13. A method of wireless communications, the method
comprising:

at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a first

carrier, wherein the first carrier comprises a scaled flex-
ible bandwidth carrier that is dynamically adjustable;
and

transmitting signaling data associated with the traffic data

over a second carrier separate from any other traffic data.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

transitioning from at least transmitting or receiving the

traffic data to a mobile device over the first carrier to
transmitting the signaling data to the mobile device over
the second carrier.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

transitioning from transmitting the signaling data to the

mobile device over the second carrier to at least trans-
mitting or receiving the traffic data to the mobile device
over the first carrier.

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

performing a transition to at least transmitting or receiving

the traffic data over the first carrier and transmitting the
signaling data over the second carrier.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the second carrier
carries information regarding at least the first carrier.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

receiving signaling data over the second carrier.

19. The method of claim 13, wherein the second carrier
comprises a flexible bandwidth carrier.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the first bandwidth
and the second bandwidth utilize a common scaling factor.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the second carrier
comprises a normal bandwidth carrier.

22. The method of claim 13, wherein at least transmitting
or receiving the traffic data or transmitting the signaling data
boosts at least a signaling capacity, a traffic capacity, or a
paging capacity.

23. The method of claim 13, wherein the signaling data
comprises at least broadcast messages, system information
paging, synchronization, pilot data, cell configuration param-
eters, pages, or operator specific information that may or not
may not be needed for traffic data transmission on the first
carrier.

24. The method of claim 13, wherein the traffic data com-
prises at least user data or control information to assist the
traffic data.
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25. The method of claim 13, wherein the second carrier is
utilized for an idle mode and the first bandwidth carrier is
utilized for a connected mode.

26. The method of claim 13, wherein users within the first
carrier and the second carrier are separated by at least codes,
time, or frequency.

27. The method of claim 13, wherein users on the first
carrier are separated differently from those on the second
carrier.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein users within the first
carrier are separated by time and the users on the second
carrier are separated by frequency.

29. The method of claim 13, wherein the first carrier uti-
lizes FDD and the second carrier utilizes TDD.

30. The method of claim 13, wherein at least the first carrier
or the second carrier separates forward link and reverse link
transmissions utilizing at least codes, time, or frequency.

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the first carrier and
the second carrier separate forward link and reverse link
transmissions in different ways.

32. The method of claim 13, wherein a bandwidth of the
first carrier is scaled utilizing a first scaling factor and a
bandwidth of the second carrier is scaled utilizing a second
scaling factor.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein at least the first
scaling factor or the second scaling factor is dynamically
adjusted.

34. The method of claim 33, where dynamically adjusting
at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor is
based upon expected traffic demand.

35. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a third
carrier; and

transmitting signaling data over the second carrier, wherein
the second carrier carriers information regarding at least
the first carrier or the third carrier.

36. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a third
carrier; and

transmitting signaling data over a fourth carrier, wherein
the fourth carrier carries information regarding at least
the first carrier or the third carrier and the second carrier
carries information regarding at least the first carrier or
the third carrier.

37. The method of claim 13, wherein at least transmitting
orreceiving at least the traffic data or the signaling data occurs
at a base station.

38. The method of claim 13, wherein at least transmitting
orreceiving at least the traffic data or the signaling data occurs
at a mobile device.

39. A wireless communications system comprising:

ameans for receiving signaling data over a first carrier; and

a means for transitioning from receiving signaling data
over the first carrier to at least transmitting or receiving
traffic data associated with the signaling data over a
second carrier, wherein the first carrier or the second
carrier comprises a scaled flexible bandwidth carrier that
is dynamically adjustable.

40. The wireless communications system of claim 39, fur-

ther comprising:

a means for performing a transition from at least transmit-
ting or receiving the traffic data over the second carrier to
receiving the signaling data over the first carrier.

41. The wireless communications system of claim 39,
wherein the first carrier utilizes a first bandwidth and the
second carrier utilizes a second bandwidth, and further com-
prising:
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a means for scaling the first bandwidth utilizing a first
scaling factor; and

a means for scaling the second bandwidth utilizing a sec-
ond scaling factor.

42. The wireless communications system of claim 41, fur-

ther comprising:

a means for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor dynamically.

43. The wireless communications system of claim 42,
wherein the means for adjusting at least the first scaling factor
or the second scaling factor dynamically comprises:

a means for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor based upon expected traffic
demand.

44. A computer program product for a wireless communi-

cations system comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:
code for receiving signaling data over a first carrier; and
code for transitioning from receiving signaling data

associated with the signaling data over the first carrier
to at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a
second carrier, wherein the first carrier or the second
carrier comprises a scaled flexible bandwidth carrier
that is dynamically adjustable.

45. The computer program product of claim 44, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:

code for performing a transition from at least transmitting
or receiving the traffic data over the second carrier to
receiving the signaling data over the first carrier.

46. The computer program product of claim 44, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:

code for scaling a bandwidth of the first carrier utilizing a
first scaling factor; and

code for scaling a bandwidth of the second carrier utilizing
a second scaling factor.

47. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:

code for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor dynamically.

48. The computer program product of claim 47, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising code for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor dynamically further comprising:

code for adjusting at least the first scaling factor or the
second scaling factor based upon expected traffic
demand.

49. A wireless communications device comprising:

at least one processor configured to:
receive signaling data over a first carrier; and
transition from receiving signaling data over the first

carrier to at least transmitting or receiving traffic data
associated with the signaling data over a second car-
rier, wherein the first carrier or the second carrier
comprises a scaled flexible bandwidth carrier that is
dynamically adjustable; and

at least one memory coupled with the at least one proces-
SOr.

50. The wireless communications device of claim 49,

wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:
perform a transition from at least transmitting or receiving
the traffic data over the second carrier to receiving the
signaling data over the first carrier.

51. The wireless communications device of claim 49,

wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:
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scale a bandwidth ofthe first carrier utilizing a first scaling
factor; and

scale a bandwidth of the second carrier utilizing a second
scaling factor.

52. The wireless communications device of claim 51,

wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:
adjust at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling
factor dynamically.

53. The wireless communications device of claim 52,
wherein the at least one processor is configured to adjust at
least the first scaling factor or the second scaling factor
dynamically is further configured to:

adjust at least the first scaling factor or the second scaling
factor based upon expected traffic demand.

54. A wireless communications system comprising

a means for at least transmitting or receiving traffic data
over a first carrier, wherein the first carrier comprises a
scaled flexible bandwidth carrier that is dynamically
adjustable; and

ameans for transmitting signaling data associated with the
traffic data over a second carrier separate from any other
traffic data.

55. The wireless communications system of claim 54, fur-

ther comprising:

a means for transitioning from at least transmitting or
receiving the traffic data to a mobile device over the first
carrier to transmitting the signaling data to the mobile
device over the second carrier.

56. The wireless communications system of claim 55, fur-

ther comprising:

a means for transitioning from transmitting the signaling
data to the mobile device over the second carrier to at
least transmitting or receiving the traffic data to the
mobile device over the first carrier.

57. The wireless communications system of claim 54, fur-

ther comprising:

ameans for performing a transition to at least transmitting
or receiving the traffic data over the first carrier and
transmitting signaling data over the second carrier.

58. The wireless communications system of claim 54, fur-

ther comprising:

ameans for at least transmitting or receiving the traffic data
over a third carrier; and

a means for transmitting signaling data over the second
carrier, wherein the second carrier carries information
regarding at least the first carrier or the second carrier.

59. A computer program product for a wireless communi-
cations system comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:

code for at least transmitting or receiving traffic data
over a first carrier, wherein the first carrier comprises
a scaled flexible bandwidth carrier that is dynamically
adjustable; and

code for transmitting signaling data associated with the
traffic data over a second carrier separate from any
other traffic data.

60. The computer program product of claim 59, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:
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code for transitioning from at least transmitting or receiv-
ing the traffic data to a mobile device over the first carrier
to transmitting the signaling data to the mobile device
over the second carrier.

61. The wireless communications system of claim 60,
wherein the non-transitory computer-readable medium fur-
ther comprising:

code for transitioning from transmitting the signaling data

to the mobile device over the second carrier to at least
transmitting or receiving the traffic data to the mobile
device over the first carrier.

62. The computer program product of claim 59, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:

code for performing a transition to at least transmitting or

receiving the traffic data over the first carrier and trans-
mitting signaling data over the second carrier.

63. The computer program product of claim 59, wherein
the non-transitory computer-readable medium further com-
prising:

code for at least transmitting or receiving traffic data over a

third carrier; and

code for transmitting signaling data over the second carrier,

wherein the second carrier carries information regarding
at least the first carrier or the third carrier.

64. A wireless communications device comprising:

at least one processor configured to:

at least transmit or receive traffic data over a first carrier,
wherein the first carrier comprises a scaled flexible
bandwidth carrier that is dynamically adjustable; and

transmit signaling data associated with the traffic data
over a second carrier separate from any other traffic
data; and

at least one memory coupled with the at least one proces-

SOr.

65. The wireless communications device of claim 64,
wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:

transition from at least transmitting or receiving the traffic

data to a mobile device over the first carrier to transmit-
ting the signaling data to the mobile device over the
second carrier.

66. The wireless communications device of claim 65,
wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:

transition from transmitting the signaling data to the

mobile device over the second carrier to transmitting the
traffic data to the mobile device over the first carrier.

67. The wireless communications device of claim 64,
wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:

perform a transition to at least transmitting or receiving the

traffic data over the first carrier and transmitting signal-
ing data over the second carrier.

68. The wireless communications device of claim 64,
wherein the at least one processor is further configured to:

at least transmit or receive traffic data over a third carrier;

and

transmit signaling data over the second carrier, wherein the

second carrier carries information regarding at least the
first carrier or the third carrier.
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